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Doctoral Dissertations On
The History Of

Music Education And Music
Therapy

By]ere T. HUlllphreys, David M.
Bess, and Martin]. Bergee

The purpose of this study is to examine
selected characteristics and trends in
historical research in music education

and music therapy. Specifically, the re-
searchers examined the entire body of doc-
toral dissertations on the history of music
education and music therapy written at
American universities through 1989. The fol-
lowing variables were examined for each dis-
sertation: topic, granting institution, geo-
graphical region of the granting institution,
type of degree, and sex of the author.

Some researchers have examined the con-
tent and other aspects of master's theses and
doctoral dissertations in music education and
music therapy (Bentley, 1975; Cather, 1950;
Cipolla, 1979, 1980; Fonder, 1994; Kantorski,
1994; Leglar, 1993; Weimer, 1980/1981;
Worthington, 1956/1957), while others have
examined various presentation modes of re-

search, some of which include graduate stu-
dent documents (Brittin & Standley, 1994;
Gilbert, 1979; Grashe1 & Lowe, 1995;
Hammett, 1985; Hedden, 1992, 1993; Heller,
1992; Hooper, 1969/1970; Humphreys, in
press; Humphreys & Stauffer, 1996; James,
1985; Jellison, 1973; Karjala, 1973; Kjerstad,
1932; Kratus, 1992, 1993; LeBlanc & McCrary,
1991; Nutting, 1978/1979; Sample, 1992;
Schmidt & Zdzinski, 1993; Schneider & Cady,
1965; Stabler, 1986/1987; Standley, 1984;
Yarbrough, 1984, 1996). A few researchers
have examined various other aspects of the
history of research in music education and
music therapy (Bergee, 1987; Butler, 1973/
1974; Fiske, 1992; Heller, 1987, 1990;
Humphreys, 1985a, 1985b, 1987, 1988, 1990,
1993; Mark, 1992). In addition, Humphreys
(1989) compiled a bibliography of music
education theses and dissertations published
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h:'able 1 -- I••••of "'nnics Wit-.hin ant'! Perl"'ent-a"'''''Wit-hin

h'onics Across Decades

~

Decade Bio K-12 C/U Com PO Oth Total x2 (df=5)

1920s 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 --

0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%

19308 2 0 0 0 0 1 3 --

67% 0% 0% 0% 0% 33%

19408 3 1 4 1 2 2 13 --

23% 8% 31% 8% 15% 15%

19508 6 10 13 5 4 18 56 15.79**

11% 18% 23% 9% 7% 32%

19608 27 34 32 28 12 59 192 36.69***

14% 18% 17% 15% 6% 31%

19708 63 22 28 35 12 70 230 70.17***

27% 10% 12% 15% 5% 30%

1980s 39 16 16 9 14 40 134 41.07***

29% 12% 12% 7% 10% 30%

Total 140 83 93 78 44 191 629 130.69***

22% 13% 15% 12% 7% 30%

x2(df=3) 12.18** 3.51 5.12 4.44 2.00 .09

Note: chi-squares computed for 1950s-1980s only.

*12 < .05; **12 < .01; ***Q < .001
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before 1932, and Heller (1992) examined
published historical research in music educa-
tion and therapy during a 25-year period.
To date, no researcher has examined the en-
tire output of historical dissertations in music
education and music therapy.

Method
A master list of historical dissertations was

compiled from various sources (Dissertation
Abstracts International, 1938-1991; Gordon,
1964, 1968, 1972, 1978; Hartley, 1966; Heller,
1991; Humphreys, 1989; Larson, 1949, 1957).
The three authors of the present study inde-
pendently assigned each dissertation to one
of seven topical categories: biography, K-12
music education, college/university/teacher
education, community/church music, profes-
sional organizations, other, or not applicable.
(Professional organizations were defined as
organizations oriented toward music educa-
tion, not music performance.) These catego-
ries seemed to fit the data better than those
employed by either Gottschalk (969) or
Heller (1992), both of whom used fewer cat-
egories. The categories are similar to those
employed by Kratus (992) in his study of em-
pirical articles published in three music educa-
tion research journals over three decades.

Beginning with the first known American
dissertation on the history of music education
(Spell, 1923), data were compiled separately
for each of the seven decades. Decades
were defined as: Decade 1, 1920-29; Decade
2, 1930-39; ... Decade 7, 1980-89. Each dis-
sertation was assigned to the decade in
which the degree was granted.

Granting institutions (using their current
names) and degree titles were tabulated by
decade. The various degree titles were col-
lapsed into three categories: Ph.D., Ed.D.
(including D.Ed., D.M.E., M.Ed.D.), and
D.M.A. (including D.A., D.M., M.A.D.,
S.M.D., Mus.D., A.M.D.). Region of the
granting institution was classified according
to the six divisions of the Music Educators
National Conference (MENC). Current divi-
sional configurations were used. When pos-
sible, sex of the author was determined from
the first, or given, names; granting institu-
tions' records were consulted for the sex of
persons with ambiguous names.

----------

Results
Of the 629 dissertations on the master list

the three raters agreed unanimously on topi-
cal categorizations for 515 works (82 per-
cent). Two of the three raters agreed on 111
of the remaining works (18 percent); in these
cases, the category chosen by the two agree-
ing raters was used. The three raters failed
to agree completely on only three disserta-
tions (less than 1 percent). In these cases,
the principal author's categorizations were
used. Interrater agreement, calculated by
the formula agreements/agreements plus dis-
agreements, was .90, .89, and .85 for the
three pairs of ratings 0. e., raters NB, A/C,
B/C) , for a mean agreement of .88. None of
the dissertations on the master list was cat-
egorized as "not applicable" by two or more
raters; therefore, all 629 works were in-
cluded in the analysis.

The frequencies and percentages of each
topic by decade are displayed in Table 1.
The number of historical dissertations in-
creased steadily from Decade 1 through De-
cade 6, with a statistically significant decline
from Decade 6 (n = 230) to Decade 7 (n =
134) (x2 = 25.32, df = 1, P < .001). Chi-
square analysis also reveals Significant differ-
ences in topics chosen during each of the
last four decades (1950s-1980s). (The ex-
tremely small frequencies from the first three
decades were deemed inconsequential and
therefore were not analyzed.) "Other" is the
largest category in each decade, with 30 per-
cent of the total over the seven decades. Bi-
ography is the second largest topical cat-
egory (22 percent). Percentages in the col-
lege/university/teacher education 05 per-
cent), K-12 music education 03 percent),
and community/church music (12 percent) cat-
egories are similar to each other. Professional
organizations was the least popular category C7
percent). Within topics across decades, only
biography registered a statistically significant
change over time as a percentage of topics
chosen, from 11 percent in the 1950s to 29
percent in the 1980s. Altogether, doctoral dis-
sertations related to the history of music edu-
cation or music therapy were produced at 84
institutions from the 1920s through the 1980s.
Twenty of these institutions contributed 450
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Table 2 -- Top Twenty Grantinq Inst itut ions

Rank Institution 1920s 1930s 1940s 1950s 1960s 1970s 1980s Total

1 U. Michigan 0 0 0 8 31 40 4 83

2 Florida St. U. 0 0 0 1 16 14 7 38

3 U. Illinois 0 0 0 1 10 10 13 34

4 U. Minnesota 0 0 1 1 8 12 6 28

5 U. Iowa 0 0 0 1 11 14 0 26

6 Indiana U. 0 0 0 2 11 7 5 25

7 U. Sou.Cal. 0 0 0 7 14 3 0 24

8 Columbia U. 0 0 1 4 8 6 4 23

9.5 Catholic U. 0 0 0 2 2 12 3 19

9.5 Northwest.U. 0 0 0 5 5 4 5 19

11.5 Boston U. 0 0 0 1 13 1 3 18

11. 5 George Pea.C. 0 0 3 1 5 7 2 18

13 New York U. 0 1 1 4 2 5 3 16

14 U. Cincinnati 0 0 3 2 1 4 5 15

15.5 UMKC 0 0 0 0 4 7 1 12

15.5 U. Texas 1 0 0 1 3 7 0 12

17 Ohio St. U. 0 1 2 1 2 2 3 11

18.5 U. Nor. Col. 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 10

18.5 U. Rochester 0 0 0 1 2 6 1 10

20 U. Nor. Texas 0 0 0 0 0 2 7 9
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Surely, one could argue that the number of dissertations
produced is as valid a measure of institutional eminence as the
number of articles published in selected journals by a given
institution's faculty... but they are questionable rneastu-es of
individual and institutional eminence because relative quality
is not assessed directly in either case.

(just under 72 percent) of the 629 docu-
ments (Table 2).

The mean number of dissertations spon-
sored by the 84 institutions is 7.49, but the
median is three and the mode only one, with
some 13 institutions each sponsoring only
one historical dissertation during the seven
decades. The disparity among institutions
can be seen in the large standard deviation
(11.64). The University of Michigan pro-
duced 83 documents, 13 percent of the total
and well over twice as many as the next
most prolific institution. After producing the
most dissertations in the 1950s, 1960s, and
1970s, including 40 during the 1970s alone,
Michigan produced only four historical dis-
sertations in the 1980s, however, tieing it for
ninth place with four other institutions (Table
2). Another dramatic change occurred at the
University of Iowa, which tied with Florida
State University for second place in the 1970s
with 14 documents each, but produced no
historical dissertations in the 1980s. The de-
cline at Michigan and Iowa alone accounts
for 52 percent of the total decline between
the two decades (50 out of a total decline of
96). Other large declines occurred at Florida
State, the University of Minnesota, Catholic
University, George Peabody College for
Teachers of Vanderbilt University, the Uni-
versity of Missouri-Kansas City, the University
of Texas at Austin, and the University of
Rochester. Altogether, declines at the nine
institutions named above account for 95 of
the national decline of 96 dissertations. In
fact, production declined at 13 of the overall
20 top institutions between the 1970s and
1980s. The other seven institutions in-
creased their production, but only the Uni-
versity of North Texas registered a relatively
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large increase. No institution contributed
dissertations in each of the seven decades,
although two - New York University and
Ohio State University - produced docu-
ments in six decades.

The production of dissertations in each
MENC division is shown in Table 3. Statisti-
cally significant differences occurred between
divisions in each of the last four decades
0950s-1980s), with the North Central Divi-
sion leading in each decade. The North Cen-
tral Division produced 42 percent of the total
works, more than twice as many as the East-
ern Division, the second most prolific divi-
sion with 20 percent of the total. The North-
west Division produced only 6 historical dis-
sertations over the seven decades, the least
by far and less than 1 percent of the national
total. Three divisions made statistically sig-
nificant changes across decades in the per-
centage of the total for each decade: the
Southern and Southwestern divisions increased
significantly, while the Western Division de-
creased significantly. Of the top 20 granting
institutions, only two are located in the South-
ern Division (Florida State and George
Peabody), only one in the Western Division
(the University of Southern California), and
none in the Northwest Division (Table 3).

More than half (56 percent) of all the de-
. grees are Ph.D.'s (Table 4), while Ed.D.-type
degrees account for 27 percent of the total.
D.M.A.-type degrees first appeared in the
1950s, including five D.M.A.'s Call from the
University of Southern California) and one
M.A.D. (from Boston University). The num-
ber of degrees by type is Significantly differ-
ent within each decade 0950s-1980s).
Ph.D.'s led in each decade, and Ed.D.-type
degrees were second in each decade except

TheQuarteriy Journal of Music Teaching and Learning



Table 3--Grantinq Institutions by MENC Division: Frequencies of Divisional

Output Within Decades and Percentages Within Diyisions Across Decades

Division

NW. South SW. West. x2 (df=5)Decade East NC.

1920s 0 0 0 0 1 0 --

0% 0% 0% 0% 100% 0%

1930s 1 2 0 0 0 0 --

33% 67% 0% 0% 0% 0%

1940s 3 7 0 3 0 0 --

23% 54% 0% 23% 0% 0%

1950s 16 26 0 3 1 10 55.66***

29% 46% 0% 5% 2% 18%

1960s 38 81 2 30 20 21 112.70***

20% 42% 1% 16% 10% 11%

1970s 45 102 2 44 30 7 169.61***

20% 44% 1% 19% 13% 3%

1980s 23 46 2 30 26 7 57.37***

17% 34% 1% 22% 19% 5%

Total 126 264 6 110 78 45 380.40***

20% 42% 1% 17% 12% 7%
x2(df:3) 3.76 2.01 - 10.65* 13.63**14.78**

Note: chi-squares computed for 1950s-19808 only.
*]2 < .05; **]2 < .01; ***]2 < .001
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rrahl", 4-- near", ••" bv n ••",,,,d •• o Frerruen",i ••" <">1' '1'vn"'S Within n"''''atl",,,l'Inn

becade Percentaaes Across DecadAs

Degree Type

Decade Ph.D. Ed.D. D.M.A. x2 (df=2)

19208 1 0 0 --

100% 0% 0%

19308 2 1 0 --

67% 33% 0%

1940s 10 3 0 --

77% 23% 0%

1950s 33 17 6 19.75***

59% 30% 11%

1960s 101 61 30 39.50***

53% 32% 16%

1970s 136 53 41 69.82***

59% 23% 18%

1980s 67 33 34 16.76***

50% 25% 25%

Total 350 168 111 76.80***

56% 27% 18%

x2 (df=3) 1.09 1.94 5.76

Note: chi-squares computed for 1950s-1980s only.

*p < .05; **12 < .01; ***p < .001
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Table 5

Author Sex Within Decades and Sex Percentages Across Decades

Decade x2 (df=l)

119

Male Female

1920s 0 1 --

0% 100%

1930s 3 0 --

100% 0%

1940s 13 0 --

100% 0%

1950s 50 6 34.58***

89% 11%

1960s 163 29 93.52***

85% 15%

1970s 182 48 93.52***

79% 21%

1980s 86 48 10.78**

64% 36%

Total 497 132 211.80***

79% 21%

X2 (df=3) 4.55 4.55

Note: chi-squares computed for 1950s-1980s only.

*12 < .05; **12 < .01; ***12 < .001
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... certain regions, institutions, and one individual in particular
made significant contributions to the knowledge base in the
history of music education.

for the 1980s, when they were surpassed
slightly by D.M.A.-type degrees. Although
the number and percentage of D.M.A.'s in-
creased across decades, the percentage of all
three types of degrees remained constant
within statistical limits (p > .05) from the
1950s-1980s.

The first author was female, but no more
female-authored historical dissertations ap-
peared until the 1950s (Table 5). From that
point on, the difference within each decade
is significant in favor of men. The percent-
age of female authorship did grow consider-
ably, from 11 percent to 36 percent during
the last four decades, but the growth is not
statistically Significant. Even when data from
the first three decades are collapsed into one
cell (female = 6 percent), the change across
decades is not statistically Significant (x =

6.50, df = 4, P > .05). Women have contrib-
uted 21 percent of the total dissertations.

Conclusions
Heller (992) speculated that the decreas-

ing numbers of historical dissertations in the
1980s may have been due to declining num-
bers of doctoral students or to increasing in-
terest in empirical research on the part of
doctoral students and their advisors. No reli-
able figures are available on the total number
of music education and music therapy disser-
tations produced in this country, but data
compiled by the National Center for Educa-
tion Statistics (1988, 1989, 1990, 1991) sug-
gest that the number of doctorates granted
annually in the visual and performing arts
increased slightly from 1970 through 1989.
Therefore, the national data indicate that in-
creasing interest in empirical research (or
perhaps declining interest in historical re-
search) may be the main reason, rather than
declining numbers of doctoral students.
Nevertheless, the percentage of historical dis-
sertations produced at American universities
remains high relative to the United Kingdom,

where Bentley (1975) presented "a list of re-
searches presented for higher degrees [in mu-
sicl in the universities ... " (p. 105) between
1920 and 1974. Bentley's list, which contains
master's projects, includes only four works that
seem clearly historical and two more that
could be considered hybrids. Only one of
these (Rush, 1971) is a doctoral dissertation.

Heller (1992) found only four dissertations
on music therapy history. The present study
identified five.l for a ratio of music education
to music therapy historical dissertations of
624:5. Three of the therapy dissertations
were produced at the University of Kansas,
one at Pennsylvania State University, and one
at the University of Michigan. Clearly, more
work should be done on the history of music
therapy (Heller, 1992), a field with a long
and distinguished history.

As for topics, Kratus (1992) found that stu-
dents in grades 1-12 were used as subjects of
empirical research more frequently than col-
lege-age students in articles published in
three journals during the 1960s and 1970s,
but not in the 1980s. On the other hand,
Yarbrough (1984) found that college/univer-
sity students comprised a large proportion of
empirical subjects in articles published in the
journal of Research in Music Education
0RME) during its first thirty years. However,
neither author applied tests of statistical sig-
nificance to their data. The present study did
not find substantial differences between K-12
and college-age subjects in historical disserta-
tions or statistically significant shifts in topics
over time, except for a larger percentage of
biographies. These findings suggest that his-
torians have been reasonably balanced with
respect to K-12 and college-age subjects. In
addition, the fact that 30 percent of the dis-
sertations were classified as "other" suggests
that a broad range of topics has been chosen
by historical researchers.

No systematic attempt was made to collect
data regarding individual faculty members

120 The Quarterly journal of Music Teaching and Learning



who directed the 629 dissertations, but Allen
Britton directed some 52 dissertations at the
University of Michigan in the 1950s-80s, most
of them historical (Britton, personal commu-
nication, April 6, 1994). Undoubtedly,
Britton is the individual leader nationally in
directing historical dissertations. Thanks in
large part to Britton's leadership, Michigan
was the undisputed leader in the production
of historical dissertations for three decades
0950s-1970s), but no institution or individual
emerged to take Michigan's or Britton's place
during the 1980s. The University of Illinois
produced more historical dissertations than
any other institution in the 1980s (3), but
that number fell far short of the 40 turned
out by Michigan in the 1970s.

If the number of dissertations of a certain
type can be considered a measure of institu-
tional eminence, the results of this study dif-
fer from those of Standley (984) and Brittin
and Standley (1994), who used faculty publi-
cations in selected music education research
journals as the criterion for eminence. In
fact, the top 20 institutions in the present
study (Table 2) and the top twenty in
Standley's (984) study of music education
faculty research productivity contain only
nine institutions in common. Surely, one
could argue that the number of dissertations
produced is as valid a measure of institu-
tional eminence as the number of articles
published in selected journals by a given
institution's faculty. Both types of data make
for interesting reading and probably provide
valid information about certain aspects of in-
stitutional and individual productivity, but
they are questionable measures of individual
and institutional eminence because relative
quality is not assessed directly in either case.
Similarly, the criterion of number of citations
of individual authors by other researchers
(e.g., Kratus, 1993; Schmidt & Zdzinski, 1993)
can be misleading as a means of individual
eminence due to the popularity of certain
topics relative to others.

There have been very few studies of re-
gional differences conducted in music educa-
tion or music therapy. This study, however,
points out clear, consistent, and statistically
significant regional differences in the produc-

Volume VII, Numbers 2-4

tion of historical dissertations. Only the
Southern and Southwestern divisions in-
creased their outputs significantly over the
decades, and only the Western Division de-
creased significantly. An inspection of the
data suggests that the production decline in
the Western Division can be attributed to de-
creased activity at the University of Southern
California, which provided most of the earlier
output (Table 2). Population growth in the
Southern and Southwestern divisions could
explain their ascendency, but not the decline
in the Western Division, which has experi-
enced population growth also. Clearly, the
North Central Division is the leader, followed
by the Eastern Division. For unknown rea-
sons, the Northwest Division has contributed
very little to historical scholarship in this field.

D.M.A.'s and related degrees increased in
number over the years, probably due in part
to performance degree candidates who com-
pleted dissertations related to the history of
music education. The increase was not sta-
tistically significant, however. Clearly, the
Ph.D. was and remains the degree of choice
among historical researchers.

The percentage of historical dissertations
produced by women increased with each
passing decade beginning in the 1950s, al-
though the difference is not statistically sig-
nificant. The finding that women contributed
36 percent of the historical dissertations in
the 1980s parallels Hedden's (992) finding
of a sharp increase in paper presentations by
females beginning in the 1970s, and his find-
ing that females authored approximately 40
percent of JRME articles in volumes 27-38 (late
1970s and 1980s) (Hedden, 1993). The in-
crease in female authors also corroborates the
large increase in female JRME editorial mem-
bers in the 1970s and 1980s (Humphreys &
Stauffer, 1996), and in female authorship of
dissertations related to string education in the
1980s and 1990s (Kantorski, 1994).

Despite the fact that no attempt was made
to access the quality of the dissertations, the
results of this study demonstrate that certain
regions, institutions, and one individual in
particular made significant contributions to
the knowledge base in the history of music
education. The results also reinforce George
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Heller's (1992) statements about the current
status of historical research in music educa-
tion and music therapy:

Synthesis is still needed. The time may be
fast approaching for music education histori-
ans to attempt large overviews and broader
themes than they have tackled in the past. ..
Music therapy historians still lack so much
basic research as to make a synthesis impos-
sible at this time. (p, 61)

Indeed, more synthesis is needed in music
education historiography. Nevertheless,
these 629 dissertations constitute an ex-
tremely valuable body of information in
themselves. Perhaps most important is their
contribution to the knowledge base of the
history of music education. Most extant his-
torical textbooks and other extended treatises
in music education history owe much to this
body of historical dissertations. Music
therapy historians, on the other hand, have
few secondary sources upon which to draw.
To achieve maximum results, both fields
should produce more studies on specific top-
ics and more synthesis studies. In addition,
inferential statistical tests should be applied
when they can facilitate meaningful analysis
of historical data.

Notes
1. The therapy dissertation not reported by

Heller (1992) is by Boxberger (1963/1964).
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